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4.00pm-5.45pm Panel 1 Identities 

 

Leticia Pilger da Silva is a Brazilian PhD researcher in the Federal University of 

Paraná (UFPR) who studies decolonial perspective in Latin American Literature and 

feminist literary criticism. She is also a teacher of Portuguese as native language, 

writing and Brazilian literature. 

 

Guadalupe Elías is an Adjunct Lecturer at Universidad Autónoma de San Luis Potosí, 

Mexico. Her research focuses on Mexican women’s writing, particularly during the 

twentieth century, and she has presented it at several conferences in Mexico and the 

United Kingdom, such as III Coloquio Internacional Literatura Mexicana del Norte, LASA 

2021, SLAS 2017 and WISPS 2016. She has also taught Spanish as a second 

language and Spanish and Spanish American cinema and literature at the University of 

St Andrews. 

 

Neslihan Demirkol holds an M.A and PhD from Bilkent University. Her MA thesis 

focuses on the definition of loyalty in literary translations from a cultural perspective. Her 

Ph.D dissertation criticizes the mainstream discourse of Turkish literary modernization 

and provides a new perspective to the literary history with emphasis on the literary 

translations using Pierre Bourdieu’s sociological approach to the dynamics of cultural 

production. She worked as a lecturer between 2014-2016, and as an assistant 

professor between 2016-2019 in the Department of Turkish Language and Literature at 

the Social Sciences University of Ankara, Turkey. She spent one year in the Islamic 

Studies Department within the Institute for Asian and Oriental Studies at the University 

of Zurich, for her postdoctoral studies as a Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship 

holder for the 2018-2019 academic year. Demirkol was a member of the Expert 

Committee for Intercultural Dialogue of the Turkish National Commission for UNESCO 

between 2008 and 2013. She has been a member of ÇEVBİR (Professional Association 

of Translators) since 2006. She has been on the editorial board of Kebikeç, a peer-

reviewed academic journal in the field of humanities and social sciences, since 2011; 

and fe journal, an in-ternational peer-reviewed academic journal in the field of feminist 

critique and gender studies, since 2018. She works for the CMO project since 

September 2019. 

 



Radhika Sharma is PhD Research Scholar in the Department of Humanities and Social 

Sciences at Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee, India. Her research interests 

include Disability Studies, Memory Studies, Postcolonial Studies and Gender Studies.  

 

 

6.00-7.45pm Panel 2 Postcolonial Historical Fiction  

Ayşe Çırçır was awarded her Ph.D. in 2018 on the fiction of the British-Egyptian 

novelist, Ahdaf Soueif.  Her doctoral project was supported by TUBITAK and she was 

offered a place at St Antony’s College, the University of Oxford as a visiting DPhil 

(2015-16). She published on British Muslims, Muslimness in literature, Orientalism, 

Biopolitics, Post-colonialism and 18th century Anglo-Ottoman relations. She works as a 

faculty member in Erzurum Technical University (Turkey), English Department.  

 

Jessica Habib has just completed a PhD in English Literature from the University of 

Glasgow. Her research project studies women’s stories and agency in Ottoman and 

post-Ottoman spaces as represented in contemporary, historical literature. She 

completed an MA in Modern and Contemporary Literature and Culture from the 

University of York and a BA in English Literature and Language from The American 

University of Sharjah, UAE. Her research interests include but are not restricted to 

cultural studies, women and gender politics, Middle Eastern and Turkish literature, 

history, politics, postcolonial studies, identity, diaspora, etc.  

 

Diana Álvarez Amell teaches Spanish at Seton Hall University. She is the chair of the 

Department of Languages, Literatures and Cultures and a contributing editor of the 

Latin American division of the Library of Congress. She is also a literary translator. She  

edited Tres Novelas: Teresa, Dos amores, El penitente. Cirilo Villaverde.  Her latest 

contribution to the Handbook of Latin American Studies will appear next year. Her latest 

article “Reframing the Narrative: The Cuban Graphic Novel” is forthcoming in the next 

issue of the journal Caribe.   

 

Tegan Zimmerman (PhD) is an Adjunct Professor in Women and Gender Studies at 

Saint Mary’s University and an executive member of the Committee on Comparative 

Gender Studies, International Comparative Literature  Association (ICLA). Her research 

concentrates on Caribbean and diasporic women’s historical fiction as well as 

contemporary gender theory. She has published articles in journals such as Feminist 

Theory, MELUS, Journal of Romance Studies, and Women’s Studies: An Inter-

disciplinary Journal. She is currently completing both a monograph titled Matria Redux: 

Novelizing the Caribbean Past and a co-edited volume, with Odile Ferly, called 

Chronotropics: Gendered Visions of Caribbean Time and Space. 

 



29 October 

 
9.00am-10.45am Panel 3 Archival Voices 

 

Nisha Ghatak is a tutor in the School of Cultures, Languages and Linguistics in the 

University of Auckland, New Zealand. Her research areas include South Asian women’s 

autobiographical writing, postcolonial feminism and women in cinema. 

 

Bonnie Thomas is an Associate Professor in French Studies at the University of 

Western Australia where she teaches French to all levels and specialises in 

francophone Caribbean literature. 

 

Beth Kearney is a PhD candidate in French Studies at the University of Queensland 

where she teaches French language and culture and researches the role of 

photography in contemporary women’s literature in French.  

 

Camellia Choudhuri is currently pursuing an MA in English Literature at St. Xavier’s 

College (Autonomous), under the University of Calcutta, India. She received a 

bachelor’s degree in English Language and Literature from St. Xavier’s College, 

Kolkata. Her academic interests include early-modern literature, contemporary women’s 

writing, and literature and the other arts. 

 

Kata Gyuris earned her PhD in Comparative African Literature from Eötvös Loránd 

University (ELTE), Budapest, Hungary in 2021. She spent the last two semesters of her 

PhD studies at the University of Kwazulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa. In her research, 

she focuses on contemporary Anglophone and Francophone African fiction, particularly 

on the interrelation between space and violence with a keen interest in cityscapes and 

cultural representations of human rights atrocities. She has published on J. M. Coetzee, 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Doris Lessing among others. She is co-founder of the 

Narratives of Culture and Identity Research Group at ELTE 

(https://narrativesofcultureandidentity.wordpress.com/). 

 

 

11.00am-12.30pm Panel 4 World War II Historical Fiction  

 

Meri Tek Demir holds a BA in English Language and Literature from Istanbul Kültür 

University with full scholarship, where she also completed a minor degree in Arts 

Management. She completed her MA in English Language and Literature department of 

Istanbul University with a dissertation “Representation of the Victorian Era in 

Postmodern English Novels: The French Lieutenant’s Woman and Ever After”. 

https://narrativesofcultureandidentity.wordpress.com/


Currently, she has been working as a research assistant in the Western Languages and 

Literatures Department of Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University and she continues her PhD 

studies in English Language and Literature Department of Ege University. Her research 

interests include, postmodern and contemporary criticism in English literature, 

historiographic metafiction, art and literature studies, world literature and comparative 

studies with a particular focus on Western Armenian literature. 

 

Seoung Yun, Lee is a PhD. Candidate, Korean Studies (SOAS, University of London)  

M.A., Theory and Practice of Translation (SOAS, University of London) 

B.A., English Language and Literature (Ewha Womans University) 

Currently working on a dissertation about historical fictions on “comfort women” written 

by Korean and Korean American writers. These historical fictions function as a medium 

to convey the voices of “comfort women” victims (victims of war crime), and the purpose 

of this interdisciplinary research is to study how history, memory, and women are 

addressed in historical novels to reify the unspoken details of “comfort women” 

experience that sometimes are neglected in historical texts.  

 

Caroline Lynch is a lecturer in Italian Studies in the School of Modern Languages at 

Cardiff University.  She graduated from University College Cork in 2003 then completed 

an MA in European studies at Cardiff University (2005) and a PhD on female 

representations of the Second World War in Italy at the University of Bristol (2012). She 

joined Cardiff in 2013, having taught previously at the universities of Bangor and Bristol. 

Her interests include female representations of the Second World War, Italian fascism, 

pedagogy of MFL and blended learning.  

 

 

1.30-3.15pm Panel 5 Women and National Memory 

 

Hala Kamal is Professor of Gender Studies in the Department of English Language and 

Literature, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University. She was educated in the University of 

Leeds (UK), Smith College (USA) and Cairo University (Egypt). Her research interests 

and publications, in both Arabic and English, are in the areas of feminist literary 

criticism, autobiography theory, women and gender studies and the history of the 

Egyptian feminist movement. Her latest publications include “Alternative Egyptian 

Feminist Journalism” (2021), “Virginia Woolf in Arabic” (2021), “Trends in 

Autobiographical Theory and Writing” (2020), and “Towards Arab Feminist Literary 

Criticism: Western Frameworks and Arab Paradigms” (2019). 

 

 

 



Rhitama Basak is currently pursuing MPhil. in Comparative Indian Literature at the 

Department of Modern Indian Languages and Literary Studies, Delhi University. She 

has completed her Master’s Degree from the Department of Comparative Literature, 

Jadavpur University (Kolkata, India). As a former Erasmus+ scholar at the Faculty of 

Letters, UBB (Cluj-Napoca, Romania), she has engaged with Cultural Studies and Area 

Studies as offered by UBB in 2017. Rhitama has received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Comparative Literature from Jadavpur University, India. She has studied Latin American 

Studies as her Area-Course for her Masters. She has presented academic papers in 

national and international seminars at her home university and other institutions. Her 

recent presentations include a talk at the Dreams and Atrocities Symposium 2019 held 

in the University of Sheffield, England; a paper at the Constructions of Identity 

Conference at UBB in October, 2019; paper at the National Symposium held virtually by 

Sikkim University, India in 2020; a paper in South Asian and Perso-Arabic Literary 

Studies at the CLAI International Conference in 2021. She has presented in national 

and international webinars in 2020 and early 2021. Rhitama is currently working on her 

academic paper for a publication due in 2021. Her current research is in the field of 

South Asian Literary Studies. 

 

A. Nuri Ahmed is a PhD candidate at the University of Amsterdam, investigating the 

intricate relationship between modernity, parody, and the tragic in the twentieth-century 

Turkish novel. He was a research fellow at both The Swedish Research Institute in 

Istanbul and The Netherlands Institute in Istanbul between 2019 and 2020. He also 

works on a research project, “The Literary Encounters Between Turkey and Sweden,” 

that explores the literary presence of Turkish literature in Sweden. 

 

Elisa Sampson Vera Tudela is Reader in Latin American Culture in the Department of 

Spanish, Portuguese and Latin American Studies, King’s College London. Her 

publications include Colonial Angels (2000) and Ricardo Palma's Tradiciones: 

Illuminating Gender and Nation (2012). She teaches colonial and post-colonial Latin 

American literature and cultural and gender studies and her research, which has the 

interrogation of historiography and the historical imagination at its center, has ranged 

from seventeenth-century women’s writing through the nineteenth century and on to 

contemporary Peruvian literature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3.30pm-5.15pm Panel 6 Lesbian Historical Fiction  

 

Tasha Alden is Senior Lecturer in Contemporary British Fiction at Aberystwyth 

University. Her monograph, Reading Behind the Lines: Postmemory, History, Story 

(MUP, 2014) explored the uses of the past in a selection of recent historical novels, 

focussing on postmemory as a lens through which to understand innovation in historical 

fiction representing the World Wars. She has also written on Sarah Waters, Pat Barker, 

David Jones, Adam Thorpe, Ian McEwan, Iris Murdoch, Marilynne Robinson and Emma 

Donoghue, and is currently working on a monograph on the uses of the past in 

contemporary queer fiction. Her research interests include memory, the historical novel 

and queer writing. 

 

Linda Garber is the author of Novel Approaches to Lesbian History (Palgrave, in 

press), Identity Poetics: Race, Class, and the Lesbian-Feminist Roots of Queer Theory 

(Columbia UP) and Lesbian Sources: A Bibliography of Periodical Articles(Garland), 

and the editor of Tilting the Tower: Lesbians/Teaching/Queer Subjects(Routledge).  She 

is Associate Professor of Women's and Gender Studies at Santa Clara University, USA. 

 

Qiyao Zhang obtained her MA in Interpreting and Translation (Mandarin and English) at 

the University of Nottingham Ningbo China with a dissertation exploring gender and 

sexuality in Chinese translation of American feminist literature. She is currently a PhD 

student in translation studies. Her research interests include feminist translation, queer 

translation, the intersections between feminism and queer theory, and activist 

translation theory. Her PhD project is ‘Feminist Queer Translation: Gender, Sexuality 

and Class’. 

 

Ingibjörg Ágústsdóttir is Senior Lecturer in English at the University of Iceland and 

holds a Ph.D. in Scottish Literature from the University of Glasgow. Her main research 

interests are in historical fiction and contemporary Scottish literature and she has 

published on Scottish writing, historical novels and fictional representations of the 

Tudors and Stuarts in literature and film. Her current research is focused on women’s 

historical fiction alongside a funded research project on the Arctic in Scottish literature. 

 

 


